, 


ui OO 

SERMON. 
| Preach'd at 
Ig TRINIT T's 

In Kingſton, upon Hull. 
TO A 

SOCIET Y There 

| FOR 


Reformation of Manners, 


| 


September 20. 1699. 


By ROBERT BANKS, A. M. 


Vicar of St. Trinity's in Hull, and 
. Prebendary of YO R K. 


LONDON: 


Printed for A, and J, Churchill, And 
Thomas Ryles Bookſeller ia Hull, 


1700, 


Hm —C 


— 


on TY om 
IHE 


— 


——_—_— 


_— 


To the Illuſtrious, His Grace, 


THOMAS 
Duke of Leeds, 


Knight of the moſt Noble Order 
of the Garter, Cc. 


May 1t pleaſe your Grace, 

Eing prevail'd with by the Im- 
B pertunity of that Society, at 
whoſe Requeſt this plain Diſcourſe 
was Preach'd, to make it Publick ; 
ot of a charitable belief that it 
might do ſome good , I preſume to 
lay it at your Grace's Feet, not for 
ty worth in the Compoſure, but for 
the ſake of its uſeful Argument, The 
Retormation of Mens Manners. 

The obtaining of which is a 
Work ſo neceſſary, ſo deſirable and 
&:3- traly 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, . 


zwruly Excellent, that it deſerves I-% 
corragement il all great and gud 


Men. And your Grace baving þ 


calouſly, and early appear'd - the 
Head of a Number of our Worthies 
both in Church and State, who haz 
countenanc'd and promoted this Pi 
ous and Generons Deſign 3; to make 
the Nation better, I hope you 
Grace will not diſdain this Mea, 
but well-intended Endeavour, toad: 
wance the ſame good End. Aut 
this, My Lord, was the true ” 

Hi FE" induc F, me to lay bold of th 
Opportunity of acknowledging Pub 


licaly, how much I am 
My L ORD, 


Tour GRACE's moſt Dutifi, 
moſt obliged, and moſs humbly 
Devoted Servant and Chaplain, 


Robert Banks 
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PSALM CXEX. cxxxvli. 


Rivers of Waters run down mine 
Eyes, becauſe they keep not thy 


Law. 


Or as the Old Tranſlation us'd in 
our Liturgy, reads the Words: 


Mine Eyes guſh out with Water, 
becauſe Men keep not thy Law. 


HAT 1s, © The great Univer- 
* {ſal Impicty of 
_ < Men, 1s a moſt my IREs 
« fad Spectacle, fit to be "OO 
*waſh'd in whole Floods of Tears, 
* and 1s juſt matter of the deepeſt Hu- 
© miliation and Lamentation, to all 
* pious Beholders. And indeed there 
Is ſcarce any Refleftion, which affords 
matter of greater Grict and Humiltatt- 
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2 A SERMON for 


on to all good and conſiderate Perſony 


than ſerioufly to ponder and lay to} 


Heart, the Principles and Pradctiles 
thoſe great Numbers of Men, who keep 
not God's Law: For ſuch Men bring 
infinite diſhonour to God, ſcandal and 
miſchief to others, and oft involve 
whole Nation and People in the ſame 


 Ruine and Deſtru&ion with themſelves, 


for when Societies or great Numbers df 

Men combine to do wic: 
RR kedly, When Hand thu 
joins in Hand, the Wicked ſhall not v 
unpuniſhed. 

And therefore to be ſuitably affected 
to ſuch a Face of Aﬀairs, to fuch an ill- 
bodeing poſture of Things, concerns 
every good Man, as well as it did King 
David : Eſpecially Magiſtrates, and 
thoſe who are veſted with Power and 
Authority, for the Puniſhment of Evil 
workers, their Sorrow and Humiliation 
becauſe Men keep not God's Law, may 
be of excellent uſe, to ſtir them up, 1m- 
partially to reſtrain or puniſh all Vice 
and Immorality, all Atheiſm and Blat- 
phemy, and to maintain God's true Re- 


Iigion and Virtuc : And the more ps 
| ous 
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F lous any one 1s for God's Glory, the 


orcater deference he pays to the Reve- 
ſation of his Mind and Will, the deep- 
lier will he be affected with this moſt de- 

lorable Cate, the faſter will his Eyes 
euſh out with Vater, becauſe Men keep nat 
Gods Law. 


Rivers of Waters run down mine Eyes, 
becauſe they keep not thy Law. 


The full Senſe of which Words, may, 
| think, be fairly comprehended within 
the Compaſs of this ſhort Propoſition 
cr Doctrine, 


That the prevailing Impiety and Irreli- 
gion of a Nation, is a SpeFacle fit 
to be waſh'd in whole Floods of Tears ; 
is matter of the deepeſt Humiliation, 
and I amentation to all good Nien, 
and eſpecially to them who are in 
tations of Extinence and Authority. 


In my Diſcourſe upon this Propoſi- 
10n, 1 will endeavour as plainly as I 
can, to do theſe Four Things. 
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E. T will fhew, that this is our Ct 


That Impicty and Irrchigion are att 


Time very prevalent amongſt us, 

[. 1 will prove, That this OUght t 
be mattcr of deepelt Humiliat) Ke and 
Trouble of Mind to all good Mien, cſpx 
cially to them that are 1n Stations o 
Eminence and Author ity. 

(if. T will hint what Effeds our Sor: 
row and Humiliation for the prevailing 
Wicketneſs of the Land, ought tohax 
upon all good Men, elpecially upon 
thote 1n Authority. 


IV. By way of Refleftion upon th 
whole, 1 will ſhew you, Thar to 
g19e our molt vigorous endeavours to 
obtain thoſe Happy Effects, we han: 
the noblc{t Incouragement, the greatcl 
194 ;gAtIoNs 1 naginable. And 

. I am to ſhew, That this is ou 
hr nt Caſe, that Impicty and Irrelig- 
on are at this Time very prevalent + 
mong us, This God knows is too db 
vious 2 Truth to nec4 an Elatorate 
Prot, and our own daily Experienc 
C unleſs we be wholly Strangers to tlt 
World ) may Give us a fad and convil- 

CINg Evidence "of it: Nav tis the Senl 
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of the whole Nation, declar'd by our 
Repreſentatives in Parlia- 

ment, *©* That Prophanc- #ouſe of: Com- 
« neſs and Immorality, like 97 Adureſs 
c a general Cont3gion, nave Jancaryacom: 
« diffus'd and (pread them- . 

« ſelves throughout the Kingdom, to 
& the great Scandal and Reproach of 
« our Religion, and Dithonour and Pre- 
* jadice of the Government: And 'tis 
the Obſervation of very Wile and Con- 
fidcrate Perſons, that never any Age 
heretofore, that has been ſurrounded 
with ſo much Light, can equal the Im- 
piety of the Preſent, in their bold Com- 
mittion of the Works of Darkneſs ; for 
the Modern Debtauchees have not 
thought it ſutticient, barcly to put them- 
(elves into a State of E£nmiry with God 
by their wicked Works, but they have 
allo combined to add Inſolence to their 
Diligence in finning ;z not only negle- 
Cing and violating the Laws of Heaven, 
but heaping up horrid contumelies and 
affronts upon the Majeſty of him who 
Uwelleth there; as if they had enter'd 
ntoa Confederacy, at once, to abrogate 
God's Laws, and dethrone their Ma- 
ker, 


" 
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ker, and like the o'd Builders of R4 
bel, thought that nothing 
now wou'd be reſtrain{ 
from them, which they have 1magine( 
to do. 

This is the Preſent Caſe of thoſe rj 
otous Sinners, who becauſe they wil 
not be reſtrain'd by the Laws of Chr: 
frianity, do therefore refolve to caſtyl 
the ſcorn and diigrace they pu ly car 
upon them, for ſhould thoſe Law 
maintain their Reputation, they woul 
contrarily upbraid their contrary Pr: 
&ice, and tor this Reaſon they hav: 
tearnt to Di:pute themſelves our of ther 
Creed, and to oppoſe the firſt Princ- 
pies of the Oracles of God, lcalt they 
thou'd be thought Fools, or Knaves, fot 
Living cortrary to chem. 

And tho ugh there have been abomi- 
nable Immoralities in every Age, yt 
furely we 1n thi; are faln into th 
very Dregs of Tire, when the Fund: 
mental Points of all Religion both N: 
tural, and Reveal'd, are encounter 
by the Combined Forces ot Socinian; 
Deiſts, and Atheiſts, who all joit 
( however they other viſe difler ) 1n1 

vey 
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very ſcurcilous Treatment of the Per- 
ſons, and Contempe vt the Oth.c of our 


moſt Pious Orchodox Clergy, daily 
publiſhing to the World, that our teach- 
ing the Truths of the Goſpel is but 
Prieſt-cratt, and our Pretting a Good 
Life, but a Tr:de, that by theſe baſe 
and ſiniſter Victhods, they may through 
our ſides, more cftectually wound, and 
und<rmine the Religion we Profefs and 
Defend, and make Men diflolute, and 
regardlels of God, and ther Duty. 
But thus much may ſuftice to evince the 
inconictzble Truth of the brit Propofi- 
tion, that Impixty and Ir:eligion are at 
this Time very prevalent, amonglt us. 
[ now procced to Prove. 

2. That this ought to be ma:ter of the 
deepeſt Humiliation and Sorrow to all 
good Vicn, ard cffcctally to thoſe thar 
arc 1n Stations of Eminence and Autho- 
rity; ſuch was David, a Great and Pi- 
ous Prince in Iſrael, and therefore 1Rz- 
vers of Waters ran down his E;es, be- 
cauſe Men kept not Gods Law. or the 
preater and better Men are, thc more 
hearty and affectionate concern they 
mult needs have for the Glory of God, 
the 
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the Honour of Religion, the Welfars 
of the World, and the Profperity of 
thatparacular Kingdom or Civil Socie- 
ty of which themſelves are Micmhers, 
and upon all thele Accounts chey hays 
juſt cauſe to te afflicted and humble, 
for the Coni:derate,Inſolent .ttempts of 
Wicked Men, to diſturb or dettroy the 
Tranquility and Happinets Loth of 
Church and Statc. 

I. Such Perſons may conlider, that 
the Infidelity and Luxury of a Nation, 
1s the ready way to provoke God to 
Unchurch us, and to remove our Can- 
dleſtick out of 1ts Place ; the Scriptur 
tells us, that when God 1s molt angr, 
and reſolves to puniſh a People moi! 
ſeverely, he threatens them not (0 
much with Temporal Loflcs as wit 
Spiritual Judgments; as to deprive 
them of their Paſtours and Teacher, 
to remove their Candleſtick, to ſend a 
F:mine of the Word among them, and 
to leave them to themielves, and to 
their own Way : A Famine of Bread, 
and want of Water, are great and her 
vy Puniſhments upon any People, bu 
there 1s fomething worſe than all - 

an 


and that is a Famine of the I ord. This 
God-himſelf ſets down as the heavier 
Judgment of the two, Beho dA, the ays 
come, ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend 2 
Famine in the Land, not a famine 0 

Bread, nor a thirſt for IVaters, but of hear- 
ing the IVord of the Lord : And they ſhall 
wander from Sea to Sea, and run to and 


foto ſeek the Word of the Lord, and ſhall 


| not find it, Amos 8.11. 


This is a Calamity indeed ! greater 
than all others: When God to puniſh 
a People for their wickedneſs, takes 
away the very Means of their becom- 
ing better z and becauſe they {purn'd at 
the Light, condemns them to {ſpiritual 
Blindneſs and Darkneſs. And what is 
this but to begin Hell upon Earth, and 
to take an Antepaſt of Outer Darkneſs. 
and Miſery to come ? 

It is one of the moſt dreadful and a- 
wakening threatnings that 
God cou'd uſe to Excite the 
* {fatick Churches to rc- 
pent, that if they did nor, 
be would come unto 'em quickly, and 
_ their Candleſtick out of 1is 
Place, 


* The Church 
of Ephclus. 


And 
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es, and lewd Actions; It the Drunks 
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And ſurely, if the loud Oathy, | 
daring blaſphemies of not a few, If 
hypocriical Pretences Or many to Pig 
and Devotion ; It the Cheats and Þ; 
juries, and Oppretiions under whit 
the Nation groans ; It the ilthy Spec 


—_— Mc: 6 


nefles, Adulteries, Whoredonss, and |n 
moralities ef all forts, which, lomeaſþ þ 
ſo far from being afraid to commit i þ 
{ceret, that for want of other Wine © 
they will Evidence againſt themleiyg a 
by declaring their Six a as yodonr, Il, oy 7 
In ſhoit, If all the Profane Railleryar] f 
Abuſe which is daily pat upon the % | 
ptures, and every thing that is Sacred | 
particularly, the Ridiculing and Exp # 
ling the Myſteries of our moſt Holy a 
Faith, can provoke God to abandon] t 
People, to lay them waſte, to remoy P 
his Church and Goſpel from among} E 
them, and to make them the Scorn anſ 
Derifion of thoie who are round abouf © 
then have we juſt cauſe to fear anf 
cremvle, leſt God ſhou'd pronouncett d 
{ime Senten:e upon us, as he did upd 
the wicked and unegrateful Jews » | 
12. (0 Je mow ( @” uth be ) uno ary Fi Y 
whiidl 


P Reformation of Manners. 11 


* which was in Shiloh, where I ſet my Name 
at the firit, and ſee what I did to it for the 
wickedneſs of my People iſrael * Nowbe- 
cauſe ye have done all theſe works, ſaith the 
Lord, and I ſpake unto you, but ye heard 
mt therefere will 1 do unto this Houſe, 
which is called by my Name, as I have done 
to Shiloh, and 1 will cait you out of my 
Fobt as I have cast ont all your Brethren, 
Paralel to which 1s that Commination 
&{ of our Saviour, to the ſame ſtiff-necked 
5 and rebellious People, therefore I ſay un- 
1] togor, the Kingdom of God ſhall be taker 
4 from you, and given to a Nation bringing 
my forth the fruits thereof, Matth. 21: 43. 
ed} This 1s what we have great reaſon to 
pol fear, becauſe we lo jultly deſerve it; 
loly and indeed, what ' Counterpoize can 
nÞ there be to ſuch bold, ſuch daring im- 
or picties, but the Prayers and Tears, and 
ng} Endeavours of thoſe good Sou!s, who 
and betake themſelves to the Throne of 
ouf Grace, tothat Infinite Mercy of God 
anf Which hath ſo long ſpared us, when we 
thi deſerved Puniſhment z for if God had 
paſ been extream to mark what we have 
7. ne amiſs, we could never have been 
ll ale to abide it ; but we find by experi- 
"ich ence, 


WE , 
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ence, that there is yet Mercy with hin Þ 
that ne might be feared : And Oh! thy 
our deep Humiliation, our hearty Re. 
pentance and Reformation, may {till eq 
gage God to te propitious to hj 
Church, and to pity his Heritage, thy 


fo iniquity may not be our ruinc. But 


2. As our prevailing wickedneh 
threatens the Removal of cur Candle F 
{tick, the Miſery and Detolation « 
God's Church among(t ns; fo thes 
bounding Impiety and Profanenels 
any People, does conſtantly provoie 
God to inilicc ſevere Temporal Evilsan 
Puni{hments upon them, according to 
the Meaſure of their Demerits and Pro 
vocations ;z and for this, all of us, and 
eſpecially thoſe that are good, have jul 
cauſe to be humbled under the migtt 
hand of God, and to tremble at theap 
prehenſions of his Judgments, becauk 
Mex keep not Gods Law. God's dealing 
with particular Perſons in this Lite, at 
ſo chequer'd and intermixt with vark 
of good and bad Events, that tho th 
point out a Judgment to come, becall 
they give no clear indication of an 


partial Juſtice dittributed here, wht 
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the Judge of all the Earth, who cannot 
but do right, will at one time or other 
execute z yet no Man knoweth Love or 
Hatred by all that is before him : Here 
God frequently atHlicts particular Per- 
ſons for the Probation and Exerciſe of 
their Vertues, and the Example of 
others; and Notorious Sinners oft eſ- 
cape their delerved Recompence in this 
Life, being reſerved to the Day of Judg- 
ment to be puniſhed. But 'tis otherwiſe 
as to Nations, and Publick Societies of 
Men, who, as ſuch, cannot be account- 
ed with in the World to come (where 
every man {ſhall receive according to his 
own Works) and are therefore reward- 
ed or puniſhed here, according to their 
National Virtues or Impieties. 

Sothat when a Kingdom or Country 
continne to do wickedly, we have abun- 
dance of reaſon to conclude, that the 
Providence of God will promote the 
Miſery and Unhappineſs of ſuch a Peo- 
ple, and maniteſt it ſelf, ſooner or later, 
1 ſevere and remarkable Judgments up- 
on them. 

And this is very agreeable to the plain 
Expreſſions and Declarations of God's 
B 2 Will. 
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Will, who hath conſtantly determing! F 
to pull down, or build up Nations, 
according as they perſiſt in, or turn fron 
their Evil Ways; as may be ſeen a 
large 1 in the 18;/h chap. OI Jeremi, th, Vi 
elſewhere. 

And indeed in all Ages and Places, hi 
Judgments have ſucceeded the prevail 
ing Wickedneſs of a Church or Nati 
ON. 

In the very Infancy of the Wold 
when the wickedneſs of man was gred, 
and all fleſh had corrupted his way upon 
earth, God ſent an univerſal Flood 0 
Waters, ro {weep and waſh aw " 0 
polluted Inhabitants, (zer.6.5,1 

When the Cry of the Sins of Sade 
which were very grievous, came up bt- 
fore God, he quench'd the Flames 
their unnatural Luſts, by ſhownng 
down Flames of Fire and Brimſton: 
from Heaven to deſtroy them, Gen. 19, 
13, 24. 

And when the Wickednefs of the 
Amorites was full, what a Serics of tet- 
rible Devaſtations ſucceeded for thei 
Extirpation 2 


Þut 
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But why ſhould I multiply Examples, 
to prove that which the Records ot all 
Nations, fo demonſtratively contirm to 
us ? 

To omit all others, our own hiſtory 
will readily inſtract us, how oft our 
Land has cnang'd her inhabitants, and 
crtainly for the wickedneſs thereof, 
Even 1n our own Memory, we have had 
Peſtilence, and Fire and Sword amonz(t 
us; and we have lately been engaged 
abroad in a Tedious and Expenſive War, 
which yet, bletted be God, is brought 
toan Happy Conclution, by an Honou- 
rable Peace. 

And adored be that Goodncls, which 
has not of la:c inilicicd a 
Famine upon us to com- 
pleat his For ſore jJudg- 
ments, For {urely we cannot be lo cre- 
dulous, as to beheve, that any thing 
withholds him from the Intiction ot 
that, or the {evercr repeation of his 
other Judgments ; but his long-lufer- 
ing Goodneſs, detign'd to lead ws to Re- 
pentance, For our Sins are fo great, that 
I fear, we may viz with any Nation in 
the World; Good Heathens wou'd 
| Þ 3 bluſh 
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16 ASERMON for * 
bluſh at thoſe Impieties (tho but to ſe 
them acted by others) which they who Þ 
call themſelves Chriſtians, and ſhelter F 
themſelves under the Name of Prote. 
ſtant, dare commit before all Iſrael, and 
the Sun, Drunkenneſs, Vi horedomr and 
Swearing are reckoned but puny, trivul, 
Modiſh Sins: We are advanced t 
Crimes of a deeper Dye, to Crr/rngs and 
Blaſphemies, an a ilat Denial, not only 
of the Revelation of God's Vil, butever 
of that Invincible Power, that Inflex; 
ble Juſtice that made us, and can de 
ſtroy us in a Moment. 

And ſhall not God vijit for theſe things? 
ſhall not his Soul be avenged on ſuch 
Nation as this 9 Jer. 5. 9. 

This is what we have all reaſon to 
fear, and to be humbled for, notwith- 
ſtanding our preſent Peace and Securt- 
ty, leaſt, even whilſt we cry, Peace! 
Peace ! ſudden Deſtrufion ſhould overtat 
#5. 

I know *tis an unpleaſant, thankles 
Office to forbode Evil to a Man's Ns 
tive Country ; Nor am I fond of Pit 
ditions from Vulgar Prodigies, whid 
mightily alarum the Common reg 
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Tet I may be ous to aftirm, (with a 
arned Man of our own * 
Tl hat when ſuch Prodigies we —=_ 
« As Monſters of Vices and &e5,&c. Sed. 
nd | © Opinions do generally ob- Ie TO 
nd & tqjin in a State, When the old Man 
1 « of Sin 1s grown too big for the gir- 
nf ©dle of Shame or Fear, and the Rand 
ni ©of Publick Juſtice ncglects to rub off 
ly | < that Ruſt, which is growing upon 
| © the Iron Age, then it may be quickly 
xi. | © expected that God ſhould do his 
4. © own Work himtelt, aflert his own 
« Righteouſneſs, by throwing ſuch a 
0 © Pcople into the Fire of ſome terrible 
| © Judgment, to refine and puribi it, 
Then ( in the Language of the Plal- 
tl miſt) tis Time for God io lay to his 
nh-| Hand, when Men have deſtroyed his 
ti} Law, Palm 119. 126. 
©! This, I fay, is what all good Men 
ak} Nave Cauſe to be apprehenſive of, from 
the abuſed Patjence and Long-iuffering 
lex of God. 
Na And yet amidſt our Fears, we may 
Pre. not ceaſe to Hope, that the many good 
wid vouls who ſtand in the Gap to ward of 
the Blow, by their devout Prayers and 
| B 4 Inter- 
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Language, Run down with Water, be. 
cauſe {Ven keep not Gods Law; thatth 
Pious Refolution of His Majeſty, ek. 
Ctually io diſcourage Prophanenels and 
Immorality, with what He and our $ 
nators have excell:nily done to that Pur. 
poic ; together w1'h the hearty Endex- 
vours 0: ſome in almoſt e: ey Rank, 
and Order of Men amongſt us; in 
whom at his Time there pep 
great Propenſity and Dilpoſition, t 
put a ſtop to that Inunda'1on of Wic 
kedneſs, which threatens a Deluge to 
our 2eltruction: Will, by their United 
Force, yet prevail with God to be fi 
vourable to 113 7.and (ſo oft prelervd 
and reſcii'd by the Miracles of his Mer- 
cy ) and to Pity hi3 Pcople. 

And O that r' e C::ncurcence of thele! 
Joy” with a Divine Blelling and Co- 
op'rat on, may at i-ngth cftectually 
prevail; * To let bounds to our Er 
* ror- by Truth, to our overftiowing 
& In;picties {-y an univerſal Reformatr 
© on of Minre:s. .nd to our Unhap 
*-py i2ivifions ( which are ſuch 2 


Paſtime to ey « by that real and 
« unteigh- 
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« unfeigned Charity, which may teach 
« us to maintain the Unity ot the Spi- 
«4 *©rit, in the Bond of Peace. But this 
. | ſuggeſts the 
{ 3. Particu/ar,which 15 to ſhew, what 
.F Ffedts the Sorrow and Hunuliation of 
- all good Men, eſpecially of thoſe in 
-| Stations of Eiminence and Authority, 
becauſe Men keep not Gods Law, ought 
n | -to have upon them. 
? And we cannot give a better account 
of ofthis Mat:cr in Reference to thoſe laſt 
| mentioned, then by confidering what 
of the Plalmiſts Fractiſe was 1n the like 
dj} Caſe; For it we can plainly diſcover 
+- | what Effects Davids Griet and Humili- 
4] ation, becaule of the Wicked that for- 
1-| {ook Gods Law, had upon him; we 
may conclud-, that the ſame Caule 
|} ought to have the ſame Effect upon eve- 
0-} 1y good Vian, cipecially upon thoſe in 
ly} Authority, acco:ding to their Power 
r-g and Capacity in their ſeveral Stations. 
nel  Now,whar Davis's Reſolution upon 
tl the Melancholy Apprehenſions he had 
pj from the Con{ederacy of Wicked Men, 
af that kept not Gods Law, was, we find 
nd} 13 ſeveral Places of his Pſalms, but no 
wherc 
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where betier then in the 101. Pſy, 
where he fixes his Pious Purpoſe, fig 
how to Govern himſelf, and then hi 
Court and Kingdom, and that with 6 
much Juſtice : That the good and vir 
tuous might ever expect all poſlible fx 
vour from him ; but that he woulds 
conitantly dilcountenance, diſcour: 
and punith evil doers ot all (orts, a 
.cording to their Demerits : and thu 
he concludes that Pialm, / will eah 
deſtroy ail the Wicked of the Land, thi 
I may cut off all wicked doers from th 
City of the Lord : © 3. e. Aﬀloon as 
* I am peaceably ietled a 
« my Throne, 1 will uk 
** my utmoſt Diligence to 
*« reform the whole Nation, eſpecul-f 
« ly Jeruſalem, the Place of Gods Ivy | 
« culiar Reſidence, which ought tobe + 
« an Example to the reſt of the Kngy | 
« dom, taking Care that all Offender | 
« be ſeverely puniſhed in the Courtsd ; 
« Judicature, and it there be no oth « 
« remedy,cutting off thoſe Putrid Meng | 
| 
F 


Dr. Hammond 
in Locume 


« bers, that will otherwiſe endanger tt 
<« Infection of the whole Body, havill 


« got incurable Habits of committing 
© Wicked 
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F « wickedneſs. And this Effett theSor- 
F row and Humiliation of all good Magi- 
8 ſtrates for the overflowing Impiety of 
bf theNation, will have upon them, viz. 
# To quicken them 1n their ſeveral Pla- 
tf c& to puniſh Wickedneſs and Vice, 
8F todefend the Truth, and execute Ju- 
#F tice, They conſider that 'tis from our 
6F Jond Sins, and crying Provocations 
WF that our Publick Calamities do proceed, 
7} and that for theſe the heavy diſpleaſure 
of Col is kindled againſt us, and will, 
*F we know not how ſpeedily be execu- 
TF ted upon us : And this will plainly ſug- 
my peſt to them, that they ought not to 
Ik} permit the Sword of Juſtice to Ruſt and 
ws Canker in the Scabbard, but by pru- 
4 gently drawing it, to protett the Inno- 
'* cent, and puniſh the Guilty. To do 
x} which by the Direction of our excellent 
5 Laws, without Fear or Favour, Inte- 
my reſt or Partiality, is the wiſeſt Courſe 
"00 an honeſt Magiſtrate can take, to ſecure 
either a good Conſcience towards God, 
ora go0d Reputation among Men 3; for 
Wy he that As thus, can ſcarce poſſibly 
ny procure any Enemies but the Lawleſs 
my and Diſotedient, whoſe Favour is as 
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in{ignificant a3 their Anger ; for as hi 
Sword ( which 1n the Execution of 
Jaſtice 15 guided by the Hand of He. 
ven, the Judament being Gols) uy. 
ally {ecures him from the latter ; fo hi 
Integrity Seals up his Ears, and fortifg 
his Hewrt, againſt the fatteries and for 
d1d Intinuations of the other. 

'Tis an Obſervation confirin'd by Ex 
perience, that no Nation in the Worl 
15 ſo Jealous of thoſe Laws, which te 
late to the Liberty and Property of th 
Subject, as the Emeliſhs anc | mol Mer 
think with good Reaſon, fince Beggs: 

ry and Slavery are things very Unagree 

able to humane Nature : ©ut then, 
why ſhou'd we not be equally jealous 
for the Honour of-thoſe Laws, in tit 
{trict Obſervation whereof, the Glory 
of God, the Intereſt of Religion, the 
Proiperity of the Nation, and the Fe 
Iicity of ſo many thouſand Souls, at 
concerned ? 

For ſhame, let us never more tamely 
ſuffer Wickednels to gain nct only 
Strength, but Impudence, and I hadaF 
molt 1aid Reputation too x 3 of OUT COW 


ardlinels anc pufilinimiz) 
Þut 
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graatelt Obligations imiginalle : Which 
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Bat let us all joyn our Heads, our 
Heartgand Hands, to diſgrace and daſh 
out of Countenance, the daring Efforts, 
the outragious Sallics of Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality, that Drunkennefs may 
no longer dare to ſtagger in our Streets, 
nor loud Oaths be belch'd in our Faces 
as we go along; that Men may no 
longer be permitted to Boalt, much leſs 
at their beſtial Sins like Sodow, nor 
ſuch leud Places of Entertainment any 
more be ſufter'd in the Land : That Vi- 
olence be no more heard 1in our Streets, 
that our Officers may be Peace, and our 
Exatters, Righteouſneſs; that the Fury 
of the Oppreſſour, which is ever ready 
to deſtroy, may be broken ; and that 
we my no longer hear the Cry oft the 
Widdow, the Fatherlcſs, or others op- 
prefled amongſt us. 

This is what all good Men Pray, 
and Wiſh, and Hope for at this favou- 
rble Juncture 5 and which we all 
ought vigorouſly to endeavour in our 
ſeveral Stations and Capacities. And 
the rather, becanſe to do this, we 
tave the faireſt Incoy agement, the 
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15 the laſt Part of my preſent Under. 
king. 1 ſay, to engage our moſt, vigy 
rous Endeavours to promote and cam 
on a Happy Reformation of Manger 
we have the faire(t Incor uragement, the 
moſt indiſpenlible Obligations | ig; 
nable. 

I. And firſt, for our Itcouragement 
Let us conſ1 der, that God 1s on on 
fide; this 1s his own Cauſe, for which 
he has often «nd ſignally appear by 
the remarkable Judgments which in al 
Ages he has Executed upon delperate 
wicked Sinners ; eſpecially when Hani 
j>yns 1n Hand, and the Multitude « 
Offenders ſeems to plead for the Imp 
nity of their Offences, then he will no 
tuffer the Wicked to go unpuniſhed, 
. IT am ſenſible, we want not Inſtance 
of thoſe, who have given the Nan 
of a good Caule, to very vile Actions 
and who, the better to cheat People 1 | 
to a Concurrence with them in th 
riotous and diforderly Attempts, i 
the Reformation of Religion, as tht 
pretended ; have cloath'd their gf 
Immoralities, Treaſons and R:bellion 
in the ſanCtified Livery, of the Cauſe | 
God, and Religion, | 
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But though from the very bottom 
of our Hearts, we deteſt and abhor ſuch 
;mpigus Pretences and Prectiſes; yet 
ſarely no Man can Coubt, 'Whether a 
Work ſo juſt in its Detign, and fo ho- 
nourable and advantageous 1n ts End, 
as to endeavour according to the Laws 
of God and Man, to put a ſrop to the 
overflowing Wickednels of a Nation, to 
givea check to thoſe Helliſh Principles 
and Prattiſes.by which God 1s daily diſ- 


honourd, Truth and Juſtice perverted, 


Religion and Piety expoſed, the Proſ- 
perity of the Nation obſiructed, and 
Multitudes of Souls endanger'd, be his 
Cauſe, and Work, or no? I am ſure 
the Pſalmiſt calls it Gods Cauſe, P/alae 
14. 23. Ariſe O God! maintain thine 


J own Cauſe remember how the fooliſh Mar 


Huſphemeth thee daily. 
And if we will {call hear his glorious 


i} Name blaſphem'd, and all things ſacred, 
4 honeſt or of good Report trampled 


on, and we ſtand by as unconcern'd 
Wettators ; we may expe& that God 


will not, like us, Deſert, but main- 
{ Un h1s own Cauſe, take the Matter in- 
to his own Hand: and becauſe we 


would 


26 ASERMON for 


would not help to reclaim the Wick 

from their Way, thercby to hinds 
their Miſery and Deſtruction ; inyols 
us likewiſe in the ſam- inev1iabls Ry 
ine with them. 

To prevent which, and it poſiible 
engage us further, to carry on then 
ceflary Work of reforming the pw 
phaneneſs and debauchery of the 4gf | 
in our Stations, and according to ou | 
Capacities; Let us conlider | 

2. That the Laws both of Col and] | 
Man, as well as the Countenance and 
Encouragement of our Legiflators ar] | 
on our fide, to {trengthen our Hearts] 
and Hands in this worthy and generous « 
Undertaking. F 

We uſually fay, that ill Mannersprof 4 
cure good Laws, which has been aff 
fully verified in this Nation, I believe | 
as in any Country under the Canopy] f 
of Heaven : But then, 'cis very oddy © 
though obvious to Remark, that th? 
prophane and diflolute of this Age ang it 
Climate, have ſtrongly attzmpted 
invert the Maxime, by being guilty 6 
the moſt profligate Manners, in d: 


ance of the molt excellent Laws bon 
(} 
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if of God and Man. This isa Reproach 
4 upon us, which we ought to endeavour 
lob by all poſſible lawful Means to wipe off 
kf forthe future, that the boldneſs of of- 
fenders may no longer offer ſuch avow- 
2x{ ed afffonts to the Laws of Heaven and 
»l Earth; that our prudently-contriv'd 
wb Engliþ Laws, may no farther be ſcanda- 
\ef lized for Cobwebs, which catch the 
our little Flies, the diminitive Sinners only, 
but ſuffer the great and bold Trantgrel- 
nd forsto break thorough. 
and} Toprevent which, our Maglſtrates 
mn} have power enough trom the Laws of 
arts} the Land, and an encouragement ſuth- 
ous] cient from the Laws of God, and Obli- 
 £:tion from both ; for both Reaſor and 
ro| Kevelation tell ns, that they are conſti- 
ff futed by God, for the punithment of 
ere, Evil-Doers, and for the praiſe of them 
opjf flat do well ; and afſure us, that wick- 
add ed Men ought to te afraid of Magi- 
thi ſtrates, becauſe they bear not the S:yord 
an 1 vain, but are Miniſters of God, Re- 
| tf Vengers to execute Wrath upon them 
y of lat do evi]. 
dely Theſe are the only proper Exp* 
pomgents to retorm or puniſh thole, * 
v C 
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neither Advice nor Argument, neithe Þ 
Admonition, nor Fraternal Correptin, 
much leſs the deſpiſed C-nſures of the 
Church, or any of gentler Methok Þ 
can reclaim; for when Sinners oro 
hard and impudent, when they han 
put on the Whores Forehead, and the 
Brow of Braſs, and {corn the weightk 
Reproof, and coniequertly nothing 
can hinder either the 11 iniluence of 
their Example, or put a Stop to the 
Current of thoſe Judyments,whichtlir 
outragious Impietics will otherwik 
pull down upon us, but the ſtrict Exe 
cution of our Laws: 1}n this Caſe, nd 
only thoic in Authoruy are concerned, 
bur alſo every Man who hath any re 
gard for the Honour of G O D, th: 
Weltare of his Broth-r, or the Happ! 
neſs of the Nation, ought, accorcins 
to the Deſign of the Law, and tit 
| Realon of the Thing it ſelf, to info 
the Magiſtrate of thoſe Enormous 0 
t-ndors and Offences which come t 
his knowledge, that they might 
vrought to Condign Punithment. 


Ani 
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And this, I take to be the Princi- 
pal Defign of thoſe Societies for the 
Reformation of Manners, which are al- 
rady Form'd in divers Parts of this 
Kingdom, as well as in this Place. 

And 1 crave your Patience, whilſt 
I ſpeak a liitle to this Subject, either 
for the Prevention or Cure of Miſtake 
or Prejudice. 

And that I may be more ſuccint and 
Methodical, I will digeſt what I have 
to ſay upon it,, under the following 
Heads of Conſideration, very briefly. 


|. I will ſuppoſe the Legality of theſe 
Societies, 7. e, their Agreeablenels to 
the Conſtitution of the Eregliſh Go- 
vernment, as Eſtabliſhed, in Church. 
and State. 


I. T1 take Notice of the Advantages 
that fuch SOCIETIES have, above 
the Power of Single Perſons, to give 
a Cheque to the Combined Force of 


. prevailing wickednels. 


HI. 1 will conſider how they ought 
to be qualifi-d, who enter into, or are 
admitted Members of ſuch Societies, 
And C2 IV. 


of 
" - 
| 
: 
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IV. I will obſerve, That to render F 
their Deſign ( The Suppreiſuon of In- 
morality and VWickedneſs, according to 
the Laws) ſucceſsful, they ought to 
act with great Piety and Prudence. 


I. I ſhall ſuppoſe the Legality & 
theſe SOCTETIES, 3. e. Ther 
agreeableneſs to the Conſtitution of 
the Engliſh Government, as Eſtabliſhed 
in Church and State. 

This I do not Undertake from any 
extraordinary Skill I pretend to have 
in our Erxglih Laws and Govern- 
ment, which is none of my Pre 
vince; But from that Countenance 

and Encouragement which 

* An Account 15 given to a late Excellent 
of the Societies O Wy 
for Reformati- Account of thele dJocie- 
on of Manners. tjes *, by the concurrent 
1099 Suffrages of a Conſider 
ble Number of Lords Spt- 

ritual and Temporal, and a Majority 
of our Reverend Sages of the Law; 
who Unanimouſly Declare, That the 
Deſign of that Good Eook (the Prin- 
cipal Scope of which is to Recom- 
mend and Promote theſe Societies ) 
is 
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is truly Great and Noble; fo. much 
for the Honour cf G OD, the Ad- 
vancement of Viety and Vertne, and. - 
the Publick Good both of Church and 
State, that in their Opinion, it cannot 
fail of being approved of by all Good 
Men: And fince (by ſo great a Cloud 
of Witnelles oft Unqueſtionable Skill 
and Ability in our Laws) it tends to 
tne Publick Good both of Church 
and State z it muſt needs be agreeable 
to the Con(titution of our Govern- 
ment in both. And befides, their De- 
claration of the Legality of this De- 
lign, they moſt humbly and: heartily 
pray, * That Pi1ouvs Men of alk Ranks 
and Qualities, may be Excited by that 
Good Book, ro contribute in their re- 
ſpective Places and Stations, their beſt 
Endeavours towards ' a National Re- 


formation of Manners. | 


But ſo much, I hope, will ſuftce for 
2 foundation of my Suppolition, 1 hat 
theſe Societies are agreeable to the Eſta- 
bliſhed Conſtitution of owir Engliſh  Go- 


Vernwent. 


C 3 IL I 


«& + 5 A — "— " 
< a rw 


32 ASERMON for "WF 

H. I am next to take Notice of, Tl, | 
Advantage thefe Societies have above the 
_Power of Single Perſons, to give a Cheque 
fo the Combined Force of prevailing Wick- 
edneſs. 

Tis trae, The Reformation of Mens 
Marners, or but to endeavour to mals 
the World better, is a Work ſo neceſſy- 
ry and truly Excellent, that one would 
think it impoſſible that ſuch a Deſign 
ſhould meet with any other- Enemies, 
than ſuch as are likewiſe Enemies to 
all Religion and Vertue: Bur.then it 
muſt likewiſe be conſidered, That the 
Enemies of Religion are very Nume- 
rous, and 'tis their daily Work, to 

| Unite for the ſtrengthen- 

Zſam 64-56. ing of their Party, They 

encourage thempelues in at 

evil matter (in the Language of the 
P/almiſt ) and ſearch out iniquities. 

The Devils, who are the Grand Abet- 
tors and Promoters of all Wickedneks, 
a& in Combination ; they are Unani- 
mous in their Counſels and Endei- 

vours for the Ruine of 
Jr. Tuke 11.13, Mankind 5 for if Satan 
were divided againſt St: 
tan, 
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'd 


tan, as Our Saviour argues, how cou 
his Kingdom of Darke: 's ſtand 2 

In like manner, Vice promotes 1ts 
' Empire, and makes its Advances, by 
the United Force and Confederacy of 
wicked Men. 

And therefore us highly fit and rea- 
ſonable, That Good Men ſhould Com- 
bine tog.ther to countermine the De. 
ligns, and to diſcover and defeat the 
wicked Policics of the Enemies of 
Gods Kingdom. And humanely ſpeak- 
ing, there 13 no ather way to take the 
Field againſt them, than by tetting Ar- 
my in array againſt Army. 

Wicked Men keep then 
Credit by their Numbers, a 
likely, they ſhou'd be. daſh'c 
cut of Countenance, till they fee and 
are convinc'd, that they that are againſt 
them, are more than they that are with 
them. 

And it ever we hope, with any Suc- 
ceſs,to encounter the Combined Stren: 2th 
of the Men that work wickedneſs, we 
mult animate and Cncourage one ano- 
ther to the Work ; and it will be- 
come every Good Man. eſpecially thoſc 

'Þ 4 1% 
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in Authority to ask David's Queſk 
on, Who will riſe up with | 
Pſal 94. 16. me againſt the wicked! 
or, Who will take my ju 
| againſt the Evil-doers. 

Andif we thus Unite our Forces tg 
the Combat, we need not deſpair 
Victory and Succeſs ; For they cone 

againſt us, as Goliah did 
1 Sam,17.45 againic David, with | 

Sword, and with a Spea, 
and with a Shield ; with Carnal We 
pons, with the Wiſdom and Poli 
that 1s earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh; for 
their Chieftain 1s, The Prince of tit 
Power of Darkneſs; but we come 4- 
gainſt them, /» the Nanre of the Lird 
of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael whom thy 
Defie ; and we may be well aſſured, 
That by Streagth ſhall no man prevail 
againit God, and that No Weapon forms 
againit Omnipoience ſhall proſper. 


III. T will confider, How they ought 
to be qualified, who enter, into, or art 
admittes iembers of theſe SocietKs; 
for every ian 1s not fit for this Work: 
What ihe Apoſtle ſays of a _ 

df 


TOE” OILO 
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That he muit be one that rulcth well 
his own houſe, for if a man 
know not how to rule his 1 7im, 3. 4- 
own houſe, how ſhall he take 
care of the Ghurch of God ? 18 very ap- 
plicable to the matter in hand: He 
that is Intemperate, or Lewd, or Quar- 
rellome, or in ſhort, careleſs of his 
own Manners, 1s very unfit to Reform 
the irregular Converſations of other 
, $ perſons. 

- He that complains of the Faults of 
j4 others, ought to be exceeding careful, 
r þ that he himſelf be innocent. 
! He that accuſeth another of any 
- | wickedneſs, ſhow'd firſt narrowly look 
4 | into himielf, leſt the Perſon whom 
g | be impeaches, do recriminate, and juſt- 
d, | 1y retort upon him that Proverb, Phy+ 
al | fciar heal thy ſelj. 
aj He is not a Competent Judge, nor 
a proper Reformer of anothers Crime, 
whois guilty ot the like or greater him- 
6t | (lf, 
we} Thus for Inſtance, tho a Drunkard 
$;Þ a Perſon very fic to be reformed, 
k: | yet he who is known to be guilty of 


Trick or Knavery in Commerce, and 
the 
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the way of Dealing, 1s no proper Refqe. 
mer of h1m. 

For as the Example 1s ridiculoy 
when Vice corred&s Jn ; ſo he does 
but make wider Wounds and Gale 
in his own Mind ; who whilſt he pr. 
tends to Reform others, his own Ci 
{cience fiies in h1s Face, and tells hin 
as Nathan did David, Thou art th 
Mar. | 

Our Buſineſs then in this Aﬀair yg 
to throw the Firlt Store at our felvg, 
and: to be far more ſevere in judging 
our ſelves than in. Reforming other; 
and to pal the bears Out of our on} © 
eyes, before we pretend to take mute 
ont of our Brother's and eſpeciallyto 
Reform our: Inward Man, our Hearts 
and Afﬀections (which are not cogn» 
zable by any Magiſtrate or Socitty) 
before we cngage m the weighty Wori 
of an outward Reformation, leſt wetil 
under the Character of Hypocrites ant 
Unbelevers, and have our portion WI 
them. 
 Letusthen he ſtriftly careful to mak 
our light ſhine before others ; for this 
one excellent Method of ror 

I! 
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Sinners, to do it by our Exemplary 
and unreprovable Converſations. 

And therefore, in ſhort, they who 
enter into, or are admitted Members 
of any Society for the Reformations 
of other men's Manners, ought theme 
ſelveg to be Perſons of Excellent Tem- 
per, of Strict Virtue, of Exemplary 
Lives, and un-blemiſhed Reputations z 


' this will give Credit and Authority 


to what they do, and make the $9- 
ciety which they compoſe, more uſe- 
ful to the Ends of its Inſtitution ; but 
this falls within the compaſs of the 
next particular, 


IV. That to render the Deſigns of 
theſe Societies ( the Suppreſſion of Im- 
morality and Wiickedneſs, according 
to the Laws) ſucceſsful, they oxght to 


of 47 with great Piety and Prudence. 


The Apoſtle gives a very excellent 
and comprehenſive Rule for Chri- 


with flians to walk by: Let 


a your things be done * © 15: 14 


ld ith Charityz and if all 
is} Our Aﬀairs, even of leſſer Moment, » 
In ought to be tranſafted with a reſpect 


had 
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had to Charity, which is ' the oa 
Goſpel Duty, and Bond of Chriſty 
Perte&ion ; then we ought muchnyÞ 
to act by this Rule, when wedo an 
thing 1n order to our Neighbours; 
Formation, wherein the Welfare of hi 
Soul 1s io nearly concerned, 

And theretore, I ſay, to rende 
their Attempts of this Nature ſuc 
ful, theſe Socieries ought to a vih 
great Piety and Prudence; the fomer 
will {ecure their ( harity, and the ING | 
ter will temper and guide their Zeal, þ" 


1. Charity will not allow: Men vfC 
divulge and make thoſe Faulis pub 
lick, which were conmitted in private: l 
for Charity, which teaches us to Pl 
ver a Multitude of Sins, w1ll not per 
mit or warrant us cauſeletly to blar 
abroad any, and therefore he that 1 
a loud Trumpeter, can never be a Clu 
ritable Reformer of his NeighboulF'* 
Faults. Solomon's DireCtion, 1n til ne 
Caſe, 1s excellent, Debate the Culff® 
with thy Brother him| | 
and diſcover not a ſenF'* 


to another, And Our £2 [ 
yiOuri 


| 
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viours Rule is, 1el/ thy Brother his 
"ults between thee and him alone + and 
if he hear thee, thou haſt gained thy 
Brother: which although it chietty 
| relate to private Treſpatles, yet may 


We frequently be extended to the Cale 1n 


hand, For Charity believeth all things, 
WW and hopeth all things, as the Apoſtle 
& Þ tells us, 7. ce. makes Men readily d1(- 
{poſed to believe and hope the Left; 
1-74 and where there 1s not apparent Rea- 
|. ſon and Evidence to the contrary, it 
al, [inclines Men to believe all the Good 
of others, which they have the leaſt 
| ta} Ground-work for ; and conſequently, 
1þ4to hope that thoſe fau'ts which they 
te{ce them commit, were done through 
 coÞmadvertency, or by ſ{urprize, or out of 

weakneſs, and not from a Principle of 
JarfYiltulneſs, or habituil Cuſtom. 
ati} 4nd indeed, our Deſigns to Reform 
ClxÞen from their vicious Courſes, ſhould 
ouÞ*® 10 managed, that in probability 
they may be made tetter, nut worſe by 
(up! Endeavours, 
mh} 1 which Caſe, a private Monition, 
ſeapmaged with Diicrevion and Charity, 
ir f Much more likely to reclaim them, 
jour! than 
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than to ſpread abroad their Faults of 
their | Diſparagement ; but when tl 
Fault js publick, and cannot be hi 
vut has given Scandal to the Chir} 
and ill Example to others, then it ough 
to be more ſeverely remarkt upon by 
thoſe who have Publick Characters, and 
are veſted with Authority ſo to do, 
There 15 2a Contagion m Wicked. 
neſs, and one 1] Exainple, whenPub- 
hck, may infect many others ; in which 
caſe, every Man, who has any Con- 
cern for God's Glory, his Brother 
Happineſs, or the Publick Tranquil 
ty, ought to do, what he Jawfull 
can. to put a ſtop to the growth 
bold and Bare-fac'd Impictics, thatth 
Actors of them may be brought tocor 
dign Puniſhment. 


2. Whether our Neighbour's Fay | 
be' publick or private, Charity will o , 
lige us to be careful, not to attell , 
his Reformation out of Malice, | 
tred or Il will ; otherwiſe, inſtadq , 
diſcharging a Neceflary Duty, we cqF , 
mit a great Sin onr {{lves, and tf 
an in-etfeftual Method to Reform 


of 


© thers. - 
F render the Crime, notthe Ottendor 
| ridiculous, M miu 
© him when he 1s fallen, conhdering that 
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But our great Aim fhould be, 


much lets to infult over 


- o 


| we our ſelves are men of like pajjions, and 


equally liable zo be ricmpted 5 but our 
ſcope and intention ihou'd be to beat 
down the ſtrong holds of Sin and Satan, 
to pluck our irothcr ont of the Snare 


* of the Devil, to difcourage Vice, tore- 


form his Manners, and thereby advance 
Cod's Kingdom and Glory. 

And if we ſincerely intend theſe Ges 
nerous Ends, we fnail do nothing thro' 
Strife or Vainglory. And theretore 1n 
the management ot this unportant Du- 
ty, as we OUght to exprels a juſt Deteſt- 
ation of the Sin, {Oo we muſt give all poſ- 
tle Evidence of a ſincere Charity to the 
otending Perion ; And that this chietly 
was the Motive of the Undertaking, 
that whilſt we launce the Wound, it 
may be apparent, that it is m1 order to 
the Cure of the Patient. 

And as a Pious Regard to the Glory 
of God, and our Neighbour's Welfare, 
Wil ſecure Charity - 30 

2. Prudence veill temper and guide 
Mens 
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Mens Zeal in their Charitable Ende 
vours to reform others. 

Zeal, 1s one of thoſe things of an in. 
different Nature, neither Good nor By 
in it ſelf, but may be either, according 
to the End or Object to which it is 6 
rected. 

And as that Zeal which is fix'd Upon 
proper Objects, preſerv'd within 1ts du: 
Linnts, and levell'd at good Ends, j 
highly ſ{crviceable to the Noble(t Pur 
poles of Religion: So a Miſtake n 
theſe Qualifications, or a pretence to 
them, when nothing leſs is intended, has 
been, and may prove of the molt perni 
cious Conſequence to the Peace and 
Tranquility of Church and State, asthis 
Nation has formerly tound by wdulf t 
Experience. T 

And for this Reaſon we ought ev} 1 
to ſuifer Prudence to condutt our Zeilf 1 
to render it uleful to the beſt Purpoſes} 1 
God's Glory, our Neighbour's Goel 
and our own Eternal Felicity : And it 
theſe excellent Ends be our ultimate De C 
ſign, we ſhall be more 22alous to ament G 
our own faults, than either to pry 100] 0; 


the Manners of others, or t0 —_ la 
| elves 


haaww => A. ak > WHOS ao es a Ja —_— N 


” Reformation of Manners. 43 
ſelves over-buſie in reforming them » 
beyond our proper Sphere and Sta- 
tion. 

However , this will make us infi- 
nitely careful in the firſt place, to re- 
form our ſelves, that by the Strictneſs 
of our Vertue, and the Exemplarity 
of our Lives, we may be inſtrumental 
to reform others ; and it the unaltera- 
5 ble Obſtinacy of Sinners, rencer this 
-} ineffectual, we may then, after our pri- 
nf vare Endeavours, warrantab!y inform 
of the Magiſtrate of thoſe ſcandalous 
8} Criminals that come to our Cognizance, 
- | that their Deeds may receive a deterved 
0 | Retribution. 

Sj And todo this heartily,- and impar- 
uf tally, as we have the nobleſt Encou- 
ragement, ſo we have the moſt 1ndr- 
«} {penſible Obligations imaginable; which 
uy the laſt thing I have to offer, and ſo 
84 Iſhill conclude. 

a | 

| And indeed, if we ſet affde all other 
&-4 Conſiderations , yet the Argument of 
nf Gratitude to God for the many fio- 
wh val Mercies and Deliverances he has of 
} late wrovght for us, will engage us to 
o D ule 
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uſe all poſhible Care, that we provoke 
him not again, to inflict heavier Jug. 
ments upon us 3 will warn us ny 
no more preſumptuouſly, leaſt a work 
thing come unto us. 

I muſt confels, it does not alway 
follow, that a People are therefore x. 
form'd and reconciled to God, becak 
he reſtores Peace within their Walk 
and Plenteouſneſs within their Palacs; 
becauſe he gives them Beauty for Aſt 
becauſe he turns their Captivity astls 
Rivers 11 the South, removes his Judz 
ments, and pours his Temporal Bll 
ſings upon them. No, he often oz 
this to try, whether thoſe whom hi 
Judgments would not awaken and + 
mend, who grew hard under the Stroks 
of his Diſpleaſure, may not be ſoftnec 
and melted into Repentance , by tiq 
Beams of his reſtored Mercy, and 
ving-kindneſs : And if this fail, ts 
have Reaſon to believe, that it 1s tl 
laſt Overture which God intends to mi 
them for their Retormation. 

God has done Great Things for! 
already, whereof we rejoyce ; ® 


lince his Judgments could on: | 
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* Goodneſs is more mercifully deſign'd 


to lead us to Repentance, and Amend- 
ment. 

But if neither the ſharper, nor the 
entler Methods can reclaim us; if we 
will yet fin preſumptuouſly, and thoſe 
who have Authority to repreſs and pu- 
niſb, will yet {ufier Sin to {wagger, and 
be inſolent 3 or thoſe who can, and 
ovght, will not inform the Magiltrate, 
that the Impious may receive their de- 
{krved Puniſhment : In this Caſe we 
may expect, that God ſhould aftert his 
own injur'd Authority, by cutung us of 
from being a People, as he once did 
that ungovernable Nation the Fews ; 
and make us a Proverb of Reproach, 
and a hiſſing to all the Countries that 
are round about us. In hne, which 1s 


 thegreateſt of all Infelicities on this ſide 


Hell, that he ſhould tor ever deprive us 
of the bleſſed Light of the Goſpel, and 
give it to a Nation, that will bring torth 
the much better Fruits of it. 

And there is but one way in the 
World to avoid that diſmal Cataſtro- 
phe, and to ſecure the Bleſſing of Peace 


'wenow enjoy, with all its happy Eflects, 
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to us, and our Poſterity ; which is, 
become a Vertuous and Religious Pegs 
ple. And toettect this, 1:t us all pry 
and endeavour in our .everal Stations 
and as we have Oppor-unities and (z 
pacities, that Vertue and Goodneſs ny 
daily gain ground and tlour:ſh, anda 
Wickedneſs and Vice may ineak, ul 
look out of Counterance, 'till, like 
guilty Shade, it dwindle and vaniſhz 
way. | 
And now what remains, but that r 
ſhould all ſtedfaſtly reſolve this Dy, 
to follow aſter thoſe things which mi 
for the Continuance of our Peace, ad 
which ſo viſivly conduce to promote 
our Temporal and Eternal Intereſt, 

This 1s the way to ſhew our (es 
good Chriſti:ns, good Subjects,and (ut 
as are really concern'd for the Welfar 
of our Native Country, and moſt Hol 
Religion. 

This, if we do, God will then god 
to {irengihen and (tabliſh what he I 
wrought for us, and will make our at: 
Mercies and. Deliverances, Pledges 6 
our greater future Happineſs. 


Tit 
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' The good God make us all fo wile, 
asto mind the Things which belong to 
the Temporal Peace and Proſperity of 
the Nation, and the Eternal Happineſs 
and Salvation of every one of our Souls, 
before they be hidden from our Eyes : 
al} Which he of his infinite Mercy grant, 
at} for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake : To whom, with 
ti} the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, Three 
he» Perſons, and One God, be given of us, 
all Angels, all Men, and all Creatures, 
R&I allpoſiible Honour and Glory, Praile, 
MW, and Thankſgiving, Fear, Adoration, 
wk} and Obedience, now, and for ever- 
ad} more. Amer. 


